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One Meaning of the “Golden Horus.” 


Unper the Fourth Dynasty, and as far as we yet know during 
the reign of Seneferu, the previously common title of Horus 
as applied to royalty suffered an amplification, being altered 
into that of “ Hor-noub,” or Golden Horus. This remained a 
favorite formula, with both the Pharaohs and the Ptolemies, 
enduring until Roman times, and has by translators of Egypt- 
ian texts, hitherto, simply been rendered without any explan- 
atory signification. Because of the way in which the Ptolemaic 
translator rendered it into Greek upon the Rosetta stones 
dvringiwy vxepréipov “superior inimicis,” the late Brugsch 
Pasha concluded it conveyed the idea of victory over Set, and 
that the word oud referred to Set’s city, which ancient texts 
tell us was noubti, viz, ombos. M. Moret does not contest the 
correctness of the rendering, but thinks the Rosetta inscription 
plays upon the words; the original meaning of noud having 
been golden. His chief reason for disputing Brugsch’s view 
is a sentence on the “Stele of Palermo,” now known to be a 
monument of extremely high antiquity, which apparently 
speaks of a king’s “golden name,” the adjective being oud. 
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If this is so, and it appears to be, it explains innumerable 
texts, relating to mummification and the everlasting preserv- 
ation and existence of the bodies of both gods and mankind ; 
owing to their having been saturated with, or by priestly 
incantations transformed into, certain metals, notably gold. 

Commencing with Ra himself (for in ancient Egypt deities 
unless correctly protected and endowed were but mortal), 
when he became old “his bones were silvern, his flesh golden, 
his hair of lapis lazuli.” To become a genuinely eternal 
existant god your flesh must become golden, as also even to 
insure being an indestructable mummy. Thus at the fétes of 
Osiris the 14 parts of his mutilated corpse were in the rubrics 
stated to have been 5 of gold, 5 of silver, or white gold, and 
the rest of bronze. Ptah, addressing Rameses II and III, says 
“T embrace you with my golden arms.” He promises to cast 
them into metallic golden flesh, “bronze bones, and arms of 
iron from heaven.” This may be an allusion to the earliest 
iron used, like the figure of Diana of Ephesus, being of 
meteoric origin. 

The celebrated copy of the “ Ritual of Embalments,” trans- 
lated by Professor Maspero, was, probably, not one engrossed 
for a very wealthy person, because the golden part of the mum- 
mification process had therein to be partially a pretence, and 
rendered potent by priestly formule. Horus is invited to 
“come to the deceased” with the necessary gold, silver, and 
lapis lazuli, crystal and cornaline for the process and amulets, 
but in the end the only part of the defunct to be even gilded, 
much less saturated with gold, were his nails. His fingers, 
however, were silvered—a sort of weak heraldic substitution. 
Nevertheless, the operation was comfortatingly concluded by 
assuring him, in his papyrus, “The Liquid of Ra (a golden 
alembic) has penetrated into thee like to the members of 
Osiris;” adding, to prevent all scepticism, it was “ not imag- 
inary gold, but gold that had really been brought from the 
mines of the mountains,” and would suffice to render the body 
into a proper condition to give him eternal health. Finally, 
he was again assured, “ Horus has given gold for your flesh, 
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colors made of gold for your extremities, to rejuvenate you for 
eternity.” Itis probable the gilded and silvered fingers were 
thus selected for the process, which should have been applied 
to all the corpse, because if any god or malicious person es- 
sayed to examine the defunct to ascertain if he were properly 
“golden,” they would on lifting the bandages first come across 
the hands, and thus satisfied fortunately proceed no further 
with their enquiries. Now the deceased “mineralized” was 
fit companion to live with the adamantine eternal metallic 
deities, the spirits of gold, like a god, or a Pharaoh. The priest 
tells him: “ You will appear golden, and rise up in electrum. 
Your fingers shine as gold,” (this statement was true) “in thy 
quality of one of the venerable Manes in the dim underworld.” 
A richly “processed” golden mummy, or image of a deity, 
was sadly expensive. Could not the same result be achieved 
by stating on a sarcophagus, or in the tomb, in a correctly in- 
spired text, that the statue of the god, or deceased Egyptian, 
was of gold; a proper recital of the necessary formule 
(adequate payment to the priest having been made) at the 
completion of the tomb and repeated at the annual or other 
funeary services, being used, to transfer the spirit into the 
image : and the subterfuge then satisfy the gods if inquisitive ? 
Yes! many and many an inscription proves such surmise 
correct, and alas the descent from a golden mummy to a 
golden statue soon declined into a statuette of tinselled gold. 
But, such pious peccadilloes become prolific of further lapses 
from verity. What was to be done if friends and funds were 
wanting? So a leaf of gold on the face of the dead, or at 
somewhat more expense to gild the cartonnage of the mummy 
and colour with blue, like lapis, his hair; had to become suffi- 
cient protection to render the defunct a fit companion for 
Osiris, Isis, and Ra, and the complete Pantheon; though 
perhaps Thoth with his wisdom may one day detect the fraud. 
We are even authentically informed a mourned monarch was 
only “a gilded king,” or rather his body was thus unfairly, 
and inexpensively, treated. For an Amherst papyrus says 
Sobkmousaof of the 13th dynasty had the image covered with 
gold. 
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“The august” (what irony) “ mummy of the king was garn- 
ished all over with gold, his coffins were gilded inside and 
silvered (?) outside.” Returning to the substitution of gilded 
or gold, figures of gods, kings, and people, into which the 
mummy spirit, as it was too costly to goldenise the corpse, had 
been transfered, it was necessary in the rites to speak of 
them as their (the spirits), house (demeure) of gold, or golden 
dwelling “of the deceased’s spirit.” Hence the chamber in 
which they were placed became the “saloon of gold” whether, 
in the matter of a god, it was the holy of holies in his temple, 
or in a tomb, the inner chamber. To complete the imagery in 
shrines and sepulchres; when possible, gold was employed in 
their decorations. 

The phrase meaning to be immortal was “to know the hall 
or crypt of gold.” Saneha, when pardoned by his Pharaoh, 
was by him given a splendid tomb, but was not quite secure 
for the future; more was needed, and the monarch did not in- 
tend doing things by halves; so he sent him a statuette of 
himself of gold for his ka to inhabit after death. This image 
doubtless was to represent Saneha’s whole body, which he 
could not afford to have saturated with gold. 

This gold statuette was nota meagre present, for it was 
more than most Egyptians who lived quietly at home and paid 
taxes, which Saneha had not done, ever had. M. Amélineau 
in his excavations found many wooden statuettes merely 
covered with gold leaf, at Abydos. It will now be apparent 
that the prophylatic qualities of gold explain the presence of 
the many gold, or gilded, amulets, and talismans, found in the 
tombs. Where in interment of the wealthy certainty was to 
be made doubly sure, they were added to the golden mummy, 
or to the statue. Where poverty forbade the use of gold, even 
for a face piece, or on the nails, the gold or gilded amulets had 
to suffice. It must be remembered nearly all golden mummies 
and statues and amulets have long since vanished; the viola- 
tion of tombs for their golden contents commenced, as papyri 
giving the trials of the thieves inform us, under very early 
dynasties, and never ceased. The papyri and their “ Rituals” 
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give endless enumerations of these objects. King Sobkmous- 
aouf, who as previously mentioned was, unfortunately for his 
future prospects, only gilded externally, was fortified “ with 
amulets and ornaments of gold which are around the King’s 
neck.” (See Chabas “ Mélanges Egyptologiques” ITI, 2. p 1o). 

There was a golden scarabeus (for others, gilded would do) 
placed near the heart. The Tat of gold and the eye, the 
collar ; and the golden vultures andcows. ‘ They were protec- 
tors placed on the flesh of the mummy so that he should repel 
all injuries and decay, so that no part of him should be without 
a god,” that is to say, a divine protector. Fortified by a 
celestial armoury of the precious metal, the defunct became 
“the golden cynocephalus of the gods,” or he was transformed 
into a golden falcon ; that is to say, “a divine falcon.” He has 
. become “incorruptible, as the sun Ra,” for was not “the 
image of Ra an image of gold ?” 

Why not then, instead of a gold, or gilded, statue of the 
dead, utilize a similar one of the Hawk, Horus, place it in the 
sepulchre, and by incantations transfer the deceased’s spirit 
to it. It would cost much less than a golden mummy, or 
carven statue of one, even if merely a statuette, and perhaps 
prove quite as talismanic. 

At Abydos has been found a gilded hawk into which had been 
transferred all that we shall ever know of the material 
existence of one Ahmesou. By favour of Amenophis II., he 
had received an elegant falcon statue covered with thin gold, 
part of which is stillintact. It isa Horus; crowned with the 
double tiara; to which the deceased had been assimilated, or 
his spirit transferred. The statue was damaged no doubt by 
tomb robbers, and, an inscription informs us, repaired by a 
descendant of Ahmesou, who then replaced the golden hawk 
in its chamber. So to become a Golden God or Pharaoh, was to 
be changed into a golden falcon=Horus, and thus the phrase 
Hor-noub as M. Moret argues is properly rendered by “ golden 
Horus. 

These practices may appear strange and puerile, but not at 
all more so than many myths and cults at the basis of pagan 
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worship among the early Aryan tribes. By the devotions of 
scholars these lost pages of the history of early human 
thought are restored to us, and it is hoped this short account 
of one of them is of interest. 


JosrerH OFrrorD. 


Che Date of the Great Pyramid. 


Tue following polite communication, addressed to the 


learned editor of Bisiia, has been assigned to me for answer, 
to wit: 


Editor of the Bisxia, 
Dear Sir: 

I have found a discrepancy that I cannot explain, and I wish 
you would do me the favor to reconcile the statments to which 
I now call your attention. S. Beswick, in a series of articles 
on the Great Pyramid, in the Bistia for September, 1898, and 
January, October and November, 1899, demonstrates that the 
age of the Pyramid is 2782 Bs. c. from the position of the dog 
star, Sirius. He finishes his contribution to the October, 1899, 
Bis.ia, with this positive declaration : 

“We could multiply the evidence a hundred fold, to prove 
the fact here given, that the true and only date or epoch of 
the Great Pyramid is 2782 s.c., and that no other date will 
azree with the manifold evidence built into the very structure 
of these wonderful works of art and skill, by the ancient 
scientists of the Temple of the Sun, at Heliopolis.” 

And now in the November Harper, Mr. W. M. Flinders 
Petrie gives the age of Cheops (or Khufu) at about 4000 
years B. C. 


Herodotus in his description of his visit to Egypt gives some 
interesting details about the building of the Pyramid, telling 
us the number of men employed in its erection, and even the 
amount of onions it took to feed them, but he gives but little 
data as to the date, not knowing anything of the lines and 
angles as related to the heavenly bodies. 

But Petrie is good authority. And so is Beswick. Which is 
right? 

Please let me have your answer in the columns of the next 
Bisuia, and oblige. 


Yours truly, 
Paris, I]. Henry F. NE son. 





BIBLIA. 333 


The last article in which Mr. Beswick applied the date, 2782 
B. C., to the Great Pyramid, was that of November, 1899. 
My “Chronological History of Ancient Egypt,” based on the 


Sothiac system of chronology, which, I can now say,was used in 
Egypt from 5500 B. c. to the beginning of the Augustan era,was 
published at the same time, and, as it was reviewed in Bis.ia, 
and followed up by a series of explanatory articles, such as 
“Homer’s Polybos,” “The Birth of a Sothiac Year, 

“Manetho’s Trustworthiness,” &c., soon came to the notice of 
Mr. Beswick. I mention this fact simply because these dis- 


coveries induced Mr. Beswick to abandon the views referred 
to by Mr. Nelson, and to place the great era 2784 B.c., in the 
17th year of the reign of Amenemes I, where Manetho had 
placed it. 

In his last article on this subject, “ Beginning of Egyptian 
Nationality,” published in the October number,1g01, of Bisiia, 
Mr. Beswick attempts to fix the date of the Great Pyramid at 
3444 B. C., Or 660 years defore this era, adding : 

“That (3444 B. c.) was the date of Khufu’s erection of the 
Great Pyramid, and therefore, the date of the Pyramid Era.” 
The admission that the era 2784 B. c. fell in the 17th year of 
the reign of Amenemes I, when Usertasen I, was placed on 
the throne as joint-regent, however, carried the date of the 
Great Pyramid back to the epoch of Mechiris (Am-hir-z) 3644 
B. C., and not to 3444 B. c., for, if the dog star rose heliacally on 
the first day of Thoth (of the vague year) in the year 2784 B.c., 
he necessarily rose on the first day of Mechir (of the vague 
year) in the year 3644 B.c. From this there is no possible 
escape. 

Note the following from the last mentioned article : 

“We have the testimony of Birch, Brugsch, Bunsen, and 
others (?) that the Sothic festival came into use for the first 
time at this date (27848. c.), and feasts were held at stated 
periods to the favorite yods. The formal introduction of the 
Sothic system was monumentally commemorated by Usurtasen 
and Amenemhat when they began their joint reign, and intro- 
duced the Twelfth Dynasty coincidentally with the new 
Sothic system.” 








334 BIBLIA. 


Although he does not specially mention my name, he draws 


his inferences from discoveries made by me, the first not pub- 
lished until November 1899, and the last not made until about 
the time I published it 1n Biblia. 

How Mr. Beswick could construe this article to mean that 
the monument therein described commemorated the “ formal 
introduction of the Sothic system” is a mystery to me, for I 
had demonstrated beyond a doubt, that it had been used right 
alung from the accession of Mena, who was then characterized 
as a “inyth;” and subsequent discoveries at Abydos, which 
show that a Sed-festival was celebrated in the reign of 
Usaphaidos (4064 B. c.), and that one Sadbef held the office of 
“Director of Sed-festivals,” under Kebaha about 4007 B.C., 
verify it to the letter. 

We will now examine Mr. Beswick’s latest date, 3444 B. c. 
It is based on the following assumption: ‘‘Theon, the 
Alexanderian astronomer, who was well versed in Egyptian 
chronology, has recorded the fact, that in the year 27 B. c., in 
the 16th year of Augustus, &c., a new Sothic period had begun.” 
The question arises: Did Theon record any such fact? The 
passage referred to can be found in Lepsius’ “ Book of Kings” 
(p. 123), where it is analysed with the clear-cut ability so 
characteristic of this great Egyptologist. Its chronological 
importance lies in the fact that Theon has 1605 years from the 
“Era of Menophres” (1324 8. c.) to the end of the Era of 
Augustus, or beginning of the Diocletian era. With the nec- 
essary rectifications (pointed out in my history), this would 
give us the year 136 A. D. (mean time) for the beginning of the 
next following cycle. What really happened at the date 
called 27 B.c., by Mr. Beswick, was the abolition of the vague 
year. The assumption that there were two separate and dis- 
tinct Sothic systems is altogether unfounded, and the compu- 
tation based upon it falls for lack of support. 

Recent discoveries (not yet published) enable me to now 
give a clearer explanation of this remarkable system of time- 


keeping than I was able to do in 1899. It grew out of the 
regular and never-varying recession of the ordinary year of 365 
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days as compared to, or gauged by, the scientific year of 3651/ 
days. The difference between these years, both of which 
were used in Egypt /rom time immemorial, was exactly one- 
fourth of a day, so that 1461 vague years were exactly equal to 
1460 so-called Julian years. 

Bearing this in mind, let us suppose that these two diverg- 
ng years coincided on July 20, 4245 B. c., and further, that the 
Dog-star Sirius, or Sothis, rose heliacally at the deginning, that 
is, on the first day of Thoth, of each of these years. 

Now, as the vague year is a quarter of a day shorter than 
the Julian year, it is evident, that it would necessarily drop 
back 1 day in 4 years, 1 month in 120 years, and 1 complete 
year, that is 12 months, including the 5 intercalary days added 
to the last month (Mesore), in 1460 years. Thus the vague 
year, after a complete cycle, would coincide with the Julian 
year at the end of each period of 1461 vague years, that is, on 
the 2oth day of July (Julian) of the years 2785 B. c., 1325 B. C., 
and 135 A. D. 

The heliacal rising of Sirius was a mere incident of this 
system, a brilliant and imposing symbol for the common 
people, the position of this star with reference to the ecliptic 
being such during the period in question that its heliacal 
risings kept pace with the precession of the Julian year, which 
was approximately 0.0078 of a day /onger than the tropical 
year. 

Going back to 4245 B.c., the reader will see that Sirius 
would continue to rise heliacally in the month of Thoth for 


120 years, at the end of which period, on July 20, 4125 B. c., he 
would rise, for the first time, on the first day of the succeeding 
month Paophi, and so on, until, after a period of 600 years, he 
would rise on the first day of the sixth month Am-hir-2, or, as 
it was pronounced in later times, Mechiri. 

Is it not evident to every one that this heliacal rising, for 
the first time, on the first day of this month, would mark the 
year 3645 B. C.? 

Now one more simple fact will enable any one to understand 
this wonderful system of chronology. The period of 120 years 
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during which Sothis rose heliacally in the month Thoth (say 
from 4245-4242 to 4125-4122 B.C.) constituted the anti, or 
Sothiac month, of Thoth, and so on for each month until the 
cycle was renewed. Thus the Aanti of Mechiri, in which we 
are now chiefly interested, extended from 3644 to 3524 B.C. 
(Egyptian mean date). 

The king who was reigning at the beginning of the anti of 
Thoth, July 20, 4244 B. c., became an epoch-king and received 
a distinctive title to mark the fact; for example, Aha Mena 
was called Aa-tahuti, “ Athothis,” that is “Offspring of 
Thoth” (Hermogenes) and his epoch-reign, that is, reign as 
epoch-king, was computed from this epoch. 

In the same way, Chufu I, the builder of the Great Pyramid, 
became an epoch-king at the beginning of the anti of 
Mechiri, on July 20, 3644 B. c., which was in the 8th year of his 
reign, and was called “ Mechiris” (now “Bicheris” in the 
Lists) to mark the fact. Now note how exclusive this sugges- 
tive title is, for in the very nature of the system it could not 


again occur until 2184 or 7248. c., and, miradile dictu, it does 


occur at the last named date as one of the epoch-titles of Zet, 
or “ Rokchoris.” 

Fortunately there were three successive epoch-titles in the 
Fourth Dynasty, to-wit: Am-hir-z, or ‘‘ Amiris,” at 3644 B. C., 
Ra-tata-f, or “ Ratoises,” at 3524 B.c., and /’sa-muth-1, or 
“ Psamuthis,” at 3404 B. c., which taken in connection with the 
entire reigns and the division of the reigns of Chufu J, Chafra 
and Shepseskaf by the respective epochs, prove the date of the 
Great Pyramid to an astronomical certainty. 

A restored list of Manetho’s Fourth Dynasty may be found 
on page 178 of my “ History” (I am compelled to refer to my 
own work for it can be found nowhere else) : 

1. Senoferu (Soris) ; ‘ : 29 years, 3680-3651 B. Cc. 

z. Chuful, before epoch, . ‘ 7 3651-3644 
Chufu I, after epoch, as “Mechiris,” 22 3644-3622 
Chufu II, Chnum Chufu, . 63 3622-3559 
Chafra, before epoch of 


Phamenoth 3524 B. C., ‘ 35 3659-3524 
Chafra, after epoch, as “ Ratoises,” 31 3524-3493 
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5. Menkaura, , , ‘ 
6. Shepseskaf, before epoch of 
Pharmuthi, 3404 B. c., ; 26 “ 3430-3404 “ 
Shepseskaf, after epoch, as 
“Psamuthis,” . , 9 “ 3404-3395 “ 


63 years, 3493-3430 B. C. 


Total, ; 285 years. 


These three epoch-titles (slightly corrupted) appear in the 
List of Africanus as separate and distinct kings, and Professor 
Petrie (in his history) attempted to identify them as such, but 
it resulted like his search at Abydos for “ Athothis,” 
“Kenkenes,” and “ Uennepher,” the three epoch-titles of the 
First Dynasty, which have usurped the places of Teta, Atoth 
and Afa. 

The List of Africanus now appears as follows: 

Soris (for Senopheris), : ‘ j . 29 years. 
Suphis, : : : , (29) : - * 
Suphis (II), ; ‘ ; ‘ (63) 66 
Mencheres, ' : : ; , ’ 63 
Ratoises (Ra-tata-f), . ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 25 


Bicheris (Mechiris), . , 22 
Sebescheres (Shepses-ka-f), . . : 7 
Thamphthis (Psamuthis) , ‘ ‘ 9 


Total, ? 284 years. 
Now any one can see that :— 


The reign of Senoferu is intact. 

Suphis has the 63 years of Suphis II, having lost his own 
29 years. 

Suphis II has the 66 years of Chefres, whose name has 
disappeared from this list. 

The reign of Mencheres is unchanged. 

Ratoises is the epoch-title of Chafra from and after the 
epoch of Phamenoth, 35248. c., but the 25 years op- 
posite Ratoises belong to Shepseskaf, being his reign 
before the epoch of Pharmuthi 3404 B. c. 

Bicheris is an evident corruption of Mechiris (B for M, 
comp. Ba-neb-ded and Mendes), the transparent epoch- 
title of Chufu, as epoch-king of the hanti of Mechiri, 
with his epoch-reign of 22 years (3644 to 3622 8B. C.), 
down to the beginning of his joint reign with Chnum 
Chufu, or Suphis IT. 
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7. Sebescheres is plainly Shepseskaf, in the later form 
Shepseskara (comp. Neb-ka-f and Neb-ka-ra), but in- 
stead of his own 35 years he now has the 7 years of 
Chufu I, before the epoch, 3645 B. c. 

8. Thamphthis (for Psamuthis) is the epoch-title of Shepseskaf 
and he still has (preserved intact to this day) the 
epoch-reign of Sebescheres, which verifies itself, and 
leads us infallibly from 3404 to 3395 B. c., where the 
Fourth Dynasty comes to an end. 

We now see that the epitomists and redactors of the Mane- 
thonian Lists did not understand these epoch-titles, but (like 
our modern Egyptologists) mistook them for the names of 
separate kings, and further that they regarded these epoch- 
reigns as separate reigns. 

The confusion in the list is owing to this fact alone. The 
total had to be preserved, and as 7 + 224 25 +4+9=—64 was added 
to the list, 29 + 35 — 64 was omitted therefrom. 

The 35 years of Chafra’s reign before the epoch 3524 B. c., 
and 31 years after it, are preserved (but slightly changed) in 
the List of Eratosthenes, where the translation of Ratoises, 


or Ra-tata-f,to wit: “ Heliodotos,” serves to identify them be- 


yond a doubt. 

The 35 years of Shepseskaf are also preserved in this list, 
where they are zow assigned to “ Pammes,” or Psamuthis, but 
were originally credited to Shepses-ka-f, as the translation 
“ Archondes” shows, for Shes means Archon. 

The Horus-title of Chufu, “ Hir,” also points to the anti of 
Amc-hir-i, just as Cha-f-ra, “ Ra, his crown,” and User-ab, or 
User-hat, to the hanti of Phamenoth. 

In the Sothiac year the Sun was supposed to reach the ad, 
hat, “heart,” or middle, of his course on the first day of 
Phamenoth. It was also the cha, “crown,” or highest point, of 
his course, the exact point which he reached at the epoch 
3524 B.C. 

I have shown elsewhere, that a king of the Fifteenth 
Dynasty, at the next following epoch of Phamenoth 2064 B. c., 
bore the titles Uah-ab-ra and Jan-ab, and that the contempor- 
ary Hyksos-king bore the title Pa-zan, “ Ba-ion,” all of which 
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point unmistakably to the summer solstice of the Sothic year. 

Again, Neco bore the titles Sea-ad, “ Knowing the Heart,” 
and Nem-ab, “Renewing the Heart,” at the same epoch, 
604 8. c. In other words, at this epoch, the Sun reaches the 
heart, rests at the heart and turns, or reverses (za) his course, 
at the heart. 

The recurrence of these titles, at this same epoch, in the 
years 3524, 2064 and 604 B. c., forms a chain of evidence which 
it will be hard to break. 

Starting at the winter solstice, the Sun is born as Har-pa- 
chrat (Harpocrates) “Horus, the Babe,” becomes a youth 
(Aunu) and attains his full physical developement at the vernal 
equinox, when he crosses the equator and enters the northern 
hemisphere as Har-ka-necht, ‘Horus, the powerful Bull,” and 
finally reaches the zenith of his perfection, spiritual and in- 
tellectual, at the summer solstice, where he becomes Ra. Is it 
not significant that the first title compounded with Xa is that 
of Cha-f-ra, and that it is Ra who “makes the gift” at this 
epoch. At 4004 B, c., where Professor Petrie places this 


dynasty, it would be Peteathyris, “The Gift of Hathor,” 
Uen-nofer (“Uen-nepher”) “The Perfect Being,” or some 
similar epoch-title, instead of Ratoises. 

In a more general way, Manetho’s fixes the beginning of 
his Third Dynasty at 3894 B. c. (3555 years before the end of 
Nectanebos’ reign and 350 years after the beginning of the 
Era of Mena); the 214 years of this dynasty bring us down to 
3680 B. c., as the true beginning point of the Fourth Dynasty, 
and the 29 years of Senoferu give us the year 3651 B. c. for the 
beginning of Chufu’s reign. Now divide this reign at the 
epoch of Mechiri and you will find that 7 years of it were 
before, and 22 after, the epoch. 

The entrance passage of the Great Pyrmaid is inclined to a 
point 3° 30’ below the celestial pole, and G. F. Hardy, 
astronomer royal of England, found that the pole was at this 
distance from the star 217 Piazzi about 3645 8.c. (History p. 
163). Besides this, a fragment of the Turin Papyrus shows the 
Pyramid, the passage (extended outward) and the star, which 
was originally taken for an accidental dot. 
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Professor Petrie does not claim to have any trustworthy 
system to base his dates upon; they are merely /fentative, and 
vary from time to time. Thus he places Aah-mes (“Child of 
the Moon”) at 1587 B.c., although his epoch title Petechons, 
“Gift of Chons,” shows that he belongs at the epoch of 
Pa-chons, 1824 B. C. 

He places Ramesses I at the eta 1324 B. c., where Manetho 
places the beginning of his Twentieth Dynasty, which would 
force the date of the Exodus down to 1193 B.c., or about the 
time of the Trojan War, and leave but 182 years for the entire 
interval between the Exodus and the building of Solomon’s 
Temple. 

I mention this for the sole purpose of showing how helpless 
even our best Egyptologists are when they attempt to fix the 
dates of ancient events without the assistance of astronomically 
fixed points, such as those afforded by the Sothiac System, and 
by means of which I have shown, more than four years ago, 
that in the Manethonian Lists, transmitted to us by Josephus, 
Africanus, Eusebius, Syncellus, Eratosthenes and others, we 
actually have an accurate and reliable chronology from 4245 
to 339 B.c., and incidentally back to 5500 B. c., the Annus 
Mundi of Africanus and the early Christian chronographers. 


Orvanvo P. Scumipt. 
Covington, Ky. 


Excavations at Orchomenos. 

Just at the western margin of what was formerly Lake 
Kopais in Boeotia and on a broad slope at the foot of the long 
and rocky Javelin Mountain (Akontion) is the site of the 
ancient town commonly called Orchomenos, though in in- 
scriptions the name appears more frequently as Erchomenos. 
Where the slope begins from the mountain ridge one sees 
massive remains of the Greek citadel of the town, while large 
portions of the town walls are preserved to north and south on 
the edges of the slope, which gradually expands as it descends 
toward the east. Partly buried, at the foot of the slope, is 
what Pausanius calls the treasury of Minyas, similar to and 
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but little smaller than the better known treasury of Atreus at 
Mycenz. The upper part is gone, but the lower walls of the 
dome and part of the side chamber whose ceiling was formed 
by the beautifully carved slabs of green schist still remain. 
The excavation of this “treasury” we owe to Schliemann, who 
dug a little also on the sloping site of the city above. 

His excavations took place in 1880 and 1886. In 1893 a 
French archeologist, De Ridder, discovered the foundations 
of a building on the slope, which may well have been the 
temple of Asklepios. 

Last spring excavations at Orchomenos were renewed by 
Professor Furtwaingler of Munich. He was assisted by Pro- 
fessor Bulle and Dr. W. Riezler and the funds for the work 
were supplied by Herr Bassermann-Jordan, the wealthy pro- 
prietor of a vineyard at Deidesheim in Bavaria. In Septem- 


ber Professor Furtwangler gave a brief report of his excava- 
tions and discoveries before the Bavarian Academy of Sciences. 
The following account is taken from the Berliner Philologische 


Wochenschrift, which quotes from the Kélnische Zeitung : 
The first object of the excavations was to find the palace of 
the ruler of the Mycenzan period who built the bee-hive tomb 
excavated by Schliemann. During the first days of digging 
the remains of this palace on a large scale were found in a 
stratum full of Mycenzan vase fragments, in a commanding 
location on the lowest terrace of the citadel hill. The layer of 
soil over the Mycenzan stratum was thin, but contained many 
interesting objects, such as classical Greek inscriptions in 
bronze, and even medieval Byzantine utensils. From the 
Mycenezan period numerous pieces of bright red wall plaster 
were found and some distance from the palace but doubtless be- 
longing to it the remains of two archzologically and artistically 
interesting wall paintings. By putting together pieces the in- 
vestigators were able to restore a unique ornamental strip 
consisting of red, yellow and blue wavy lines between which 
are black and white rosette like figures very similar to Gothic 
wheel windows. The lower part of what is apparently a pro- 
cession moving toward a temple is one of the wall paintings 
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from the palace ; only the legs of the figures with peculiar foot- 
coverings are preserved. Very interesting is the other repre- 
senting two leapers jumping over some object not preserved 
but very likely a sacrificial animal or some other beast. The 
action agrees with those exhibitions and productions which 


were specially in favor in the sporting Mycenzan times, as we 
have become acquainted with them from Cretan monuments. 
Only the hips of both leapers are clothed; the naked bodies 
and legs are represented in that reddish-brown color familiar 
from old Egyptian paintings. 

In technique, conception, ornaments and figures the wall 
paintings of Orchomenos agree exactly with those of the Cretan 
palace of Knossos, so Furtwdngler is convinced that they could 
have been done only by Cretan artists. This agrees with the 
fact that Crete is coming forward more and more as the real 
centre of the Mycenzan civilization. 

Among the small finds of Mycenzan style, vases, daggers, 
whorls, etc., a large tasteless spherical jar is noteworthy; for 
it has on the front an inscription in the Cretan linear or cursive 
—not picture-writing, such as Evans has found on clay tablets 
in Crete. This inscription, the first (dating from Mycenzan 
times) which has not been found on the mainland of Greece, 
probably relates to the former contents of the jar. The im- 
portance of the find would be very much greater, were it not 


doubtless a Cretan importation. It does not help at all to the 
solution of the question whether the Mycenzan Greeks of the 
mainland about 1400 B. c. were already acquainted with writ- 
ing, any more than do the stone masons’ marks at Tiryus and 
the signs on pottery from there. The very elegant drinking 
bowls, cups and other clay vessels at Orchomenos are exactly 
like the corresponding objects from Mycene. 


In metal only bronze implements were found. There was 
no trace of iron, which is lacking also at Mycenez. Idols or 
other objects which might help us to decide as to the nature of 
the religion of Mycenzan Orchomenos did not come to light. 

The unimportant finds were taken to the Byzantine church 
near by, but all of value were brought to the National Museum 
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at Athens, where with objects from Tiryus and Mycene they 
help to complete our picture of the civilization of the second 
millenium before Christ. 

The most important historical result of the excavations is the 
assurance of a close connection with Crete, proved by the ex- 


act agreement in style of the wall paintings with those of 


Knossos and by the inscribed jar. 

Furtwangler yet cherishes the theory that Orchomenos since 
the very beginning and all through the Mycenzan period was 
inhabited only by the Greek stock of the Minyans without any 


change of population. 


From Cairo Citadel at Sunset. 


I hear the huge Nile city’s hum, 

As one by one, the pale stars come, 
From out the Eastern blue. 

Hundreds of minarets and domes 

Rise through the mist, of myriad homes 
Athwart the Western view. 


The crimson sunset swift grows dim, 
Where loftier than the desert’s sun 
The pyramids rear high 
Above the gilt edged Libyan hills— 
(Where gloaming glory soft instils) 
Serrated to the sky. 
Away to West, Cambyses’ host 
Marching to Ammon’s temple; lost, 
Their track, amid the sand. 
By Rhoda’s isle, where palm fronds wave, 
Moses was laid; a little slave, 
"Midst reeds along the strand. 
Silent the solemn camels tread 
The dusty road; whilst over head 
A hawk sways high in air. 
A fleecy cloud, all tipped with gold 
Floats far to North, piled fold, on fold, 
Argentine—white; and fair. 


Such eves, and orbs, proud Persians looked on, 
Peering from battlemented Babylon: * 
In years long since gone by. 
Then Greek and Roman gazed their fill; 
’*Till Islam’s warriors climbed the hill, 
And heard, Muezzin’s cry. 


*A name for the higher part of Cairo under the Persians. 
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Peoples and princes, strange have past 
*Till now Britannia’s troops hold fast 
This Pharoaoh’s fortress stage. 
Monarchs and nations come and go, 
But God’s sky glories ever glow 
As fair, from age to age. 


JosePpH OFFoRD. 


Che Palestine Exploration Fund. 


In reading the history of Palestine Exploration, one is struck 
with the dash of Americans as compared with the more steady 
and prolonged work of Englishmen. Lynch at the Dead Sea, 
Stephens: at Mount Hor, Wilson at Petra, G. L. Robinson 
there and at Beersheba, Cady at the Arnon, Merrill east of the 
Jordan, all come to mind, and we are especially reminded of 
Trumbull at Kadesh Barnea, now that he has passed on. 
Professor Samuel Ives Curtiss is the last of this line, so far as 
we know, in his venturesome journeys into all obscure places 
from the Lebanon to Sinai. Here is a man, no longer young, 
who visited the land in three consecutive years, first for a year, 
and then going back to spend two summer vacations among 


his Bedouins, studying the early Semitic religion in its present 
remains. From his account in “Primitive Semitic Religion 
To-day,” it would appear that he was never still for more than 
a week, depending very little on ordinary precautions, and 
making nothing of intense heat. Beginning at Beirut he 
naturally searched the Lebanon, then saw all the sources of the 
Jordan, and the top of Hermon, then by the coast he went all 
over the Syrian desert to Damascus, after which came Egypt 
and Sinai; then he came back to Galilee and went into Moab 
and around to Beersheba, and back through Palestine to the 
Hauran, and finally home. The next tour he visited all the 
South Country with Petra, Damascus, Palmyra, and the Druses 
in their mountains. The third tour included northern Syria, 
and Damascus, Mount Hermon, and Acre. He has not given 
us the mileage of all this, but we know that he was never sick, 
and slept well in tents, native houses, and on roofs. 

Doubtless the list of American adventurers in Bible lands 
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could be extended. Of course the Englishman, Burton, sur- 
passed them all in his dash to Mecca, but usually his country- 
men have been more methodical and thorough. They alone 
have carried out the toilsome surveys, and they have conducted 
most of the “excavations. The combination of these two 
national traits seems to be what is needed, for there is always 
room for the rapid but intelligent rider, and there is certainly 
very great need of the steady worker, who will spend a month 
instead of a day in some important place like Petra, or 
Beersheba, or Palmyra. 

With all these evidences of pluck and dash among our 
countrymen, it is remarkable that the sisters Lewis and 
Gibson, Lady Stanhope and Lady Burton, should have the 


whole record for the women, and that American women should 


not be represented at all among bold travelers in Bible lands. 
Miss Boyd in Crete shows what they can do when they are 
moved to try their powers, and any day the woman may appear 
who will do something of value for Biblical archeology, and 
will receive the full recognition, which Miss Edwards received 
from the Egypt Exploration Fund. 

The formation of the Oriental Exploration Fund in the 
University of Chicago, for work in Babylonia, Palestine, and 
Egypt, under competent directors, and with a large income 
assured, is an event of much interest. The first work will be 
in Babylonia, giving Dr. Banks the chance denied him at Ur, 
and the work at Bismya may lead to the next step to be 
taken; but in due time we hope to see all the available 
agencies doing something in Palestine, and it is not impossible 
that this may be in a combined attack on one large site, under 
the lead of our chief, Major General Sir Charles W. Wilson. 

A large model of Gezer will be shown at the St. Louis 
Exposition. The whole hill will be represented, and the cut- 
tings with their results will be shown. Such a model has 
never been made of Palestine excavation, and we hope that 


some museum will secure it when the Exposition shall be over. 

All subscriptions for 1904 are now payable, and the great 
need of funds should lead our subscribers not to delay until 
our leave to dig at Gezer has expired. 
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At the recent meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature 
and Exegesis, I called attention to the discovery at Gezer of 
infant’s bones buried under corner stones, as indicating the 
prevalence of infant sacrifice in that land, and probably ex- 
plaining the curse upon Hiel, the man of Betliel, who, in the 
days of wicked Ahab, laid the wall of Jericho on his eldest son 
and set up the last gate on his youngest son (I Kings xvi: 34). 


THEODORE F. WRIGHT, 
Hon. Sec’y. for U. S. 
42 Quincy Street, Cambidge, Mass. 


FArehaological Notes. 


Proressor A. H. Sayce, in reviewing Jeremias’ “ Moses and 
Hammurabi” in the January Expository Times, says: “It 
must be remembered that the ritual law of Babylonia has not 
yet been discovered. There are references to it in the first 
two enactments of the code, and the so-called ‘ Babylonian con- 
fession ’ shows that something analogous to the Ten Command- 
ments must once have existed. Until itis discovered, Babylonia 
necessarily offers no parallel to a large part of the Mosaic leg- 
islation. But, even where the twolegislations occupy the same 
ground, the spirit which runs through them—the foundation, 
as it were, on which they are built—is wholly different. Crime 
was punished in Babylonia because it was injurious to society, 
not because it was an offence against God. Dr. Jeremias traces 
to this fact the superior humanity of the Mosaic law. The 
slave is not a mere chattel in its eyes, as he was in Babylonia, 
where his master had the power of life and death ; and pro- 
tection was given to the slave of another, on commercial and 
not on human grounds. In Israel, on the other hand, it was 
forbidden to kill or maltreat the slave, and even the foreign 
fugitive slave was allowed his freedom, We must not forget, 
however, that even in Exodus xxi, 21 the slave is declared to be 
chattel, and his more human treatment by Israelitish law goes 
along with the general fact that the society for which the 
Mosaic legislation was made had none of the respect for private 
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property which prevailed in Babylonia, and was not sharply 
divided into rich and poor. * * * * * 

“In the light of this latest discovery of Oriental archeology it 
is difficult to see when the Israelitish could have been com- 
piled, except in the age to which tradition refers it. Babylonian 
law was the law of Canaan down to the time of its conquest by 
the Israelites; and after the conquest, when Israelite and 
Canaanite had intermingled, and the culture of the conquered 
was more and more influencing their ruder conquerors, its 
principles must have been, to a certain extent, embodied in 
any code of laws which could have been then put together. In 
the age of the monarchy, indeed, its background would have 
been, not the desert, but a settled kingdom like that of Kam- 
murabi. Even the form of the individual laws composing it 
bears witness to the truth of the story of its origin. The form 
is identical with that in which the laws of Kammurabi are cast, 
beginning with the hypothetical ‘If,’ and, since the forms as- 
sumed by the Babylonian laws is due to the fact that they are 
decisions of the royal judges in specific cases, we are justified 
in concluding that the Mosaic laws also were, in the first in- 
stance, judicial decisions. Now this is exactly what they are 
stated to have been in Exodus xviii, 24-26. 

“Tt is clear that pentateuchal criticism will have to be 
thoroughly revised. We have at least a scientific basis from 
which to start in our examination of the Mosaic legislation. 
Theories must make way for facts, subjective impressions for 
the scientific method of comparison. Some, at any rate, of the 
results to which this is likely to lead can be gathered from the 
pages of Dr. Jeremias’ little book.” 


Tue Oriental Exploration Fund, established under the aus- 
pices of the University of Chicago, is organized as follows : 
1. The general management is in the hands of aGeneral Di- 
rector and two Secretaries. 2. The work in the fields is in 
charge of special Directors. 3. The Treasurer of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago is Treasurer of the Fund. 4. Honorary 
Vice-Presidents are apppointed from among those who have 
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shown special interest in the Fund. 5. An Advisory Council 
from among those scholars in all lands who have had practical 
experience gives counsel to the management of the Fund. 6. 
A General Committee is made up of all persons who desire to 
forward the interests of the Fund. 

The management of the Fund has already initiated work on 
one of the fields, in accordance with the provisions of the irade. 
Says Professor Price in the Bzblical World, it was fortunate 
that a man could be found whose experience and acquaintance 
made him peculiarly adapted for the work of the first expedi- 
tion. Mr. Edgar James Banks, who has resided for two years 
at Constantinople as an attaché of the United States ministry, 
and for about the same length of time at Bagdad, has been ap- 
pointed Field Director at Bismya. He left Constantinople on 
October 23, with three Turkish officials. They railed to Beirut, 
and thence left overland for Bagdad. They arrived at the 
latter place November 30, and thence expected to make pre- 
parations for work at an early date on the site of Bismya. On 
December 6 Mr. Jason Paige left Chicago to proceed to Baby- 
lonia as engineer of the expedition. Mr. Paige has had ex- 


tensive experience as field worker on the United States Geo- 


logical Survey. His training and practical experience as 
surveyor, draftsman and photographer, make him a useful 
man as chief assistant to Field Director Banks. 

The full corps of executive officers is as follows: General 
Director—William Rainey Harper; Secretaries—Ira Maurice 
Price, George Stephen Goodspeed; Treasurer—Charles L. 
Hutchinson; Vice Presidents—to be appointed; Advisory 
Council—George A. Barton, Frederick J. Bliss, Samuel Ives 
Curtis, Paul Haupt, George F. Moore, John P. Peters, J. 
Dyneley Prince, George L. Robinson, Charles C. Torrey, Wil- 
liam Hayes Ward, Theodore F. Wright and others ; General 
Committee—to be appointed ; Directors—Robert Francis Har- 
per, Assyria and Babylonia; James Richard Jewett, Palestine 
and Syria ; Edgar James Banks, Field Director for Babylonia. 
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An official report has been made on the losses resulting from 
the recent fire which occured at the University Library, Turin, 
the most famous in Italy, January 26, according to which about 
3,700 MSS., including almost all those of Oriental origin, were 
destroyed. The number of volumes lost has not yet been 
established. The fire lasted twenty-four hours, and it seems 
certain that three thousand volumes of Greek, Latin and other 
codices were consumed, as wellas the prevous Venetian col- 
lection of books from the library of Cardinal Della Rovere. 

The University Library of Turin, now the National Libary, 
consisted of over two hundred and fifty thousand printed vol- 
umes and more than four thousand manuscripts, together with 
Egyptian and Assyrian papyrus, maps and valuable illuminat- 
ed works. The nucleus of the collection consisted of the for- 
mer library of the House of Savoy, which included many Ori- 
ental manuscripts, about four hundred Greek manuscripts, in- 
cluding Theodoret’s “Commentary on the Minor Prophets, ” 
with Byzantine miniatures, and twelve hundred Latin manu- 
scripts including palimpsests of Ciceroand Cassiodorus, the 
Theodosian codex, two Irish manuscripts of the seventh cen- 
tury and Pliny’s Historia Naturalis, with miniatures of the 
school of Mantegna. Among the 1095 Incunabula was the 
Rationale of Guglielmo Duranti, printed by Fust at Mayence 
in 1459. The library contained also many Aldine editions and 
a copy of the greatBible of Plantin presented by Philip II of 
Spain to Charles Emmanuel. Some old playing cards of the 
fifteenth century, Fr. Basso’s map of the world (1570) and 
about ten thousand woodcuts and engravings of various 
schools were also among the treasures of the library. 


Says Professor Flinders Petrie: ‘ Unhappily, the growing 
lawlessness of Egypt, which Lord Cromer noticed in each of 
his recent reports, has affected our work, anda large number 
of offences, not very serious in themselves, but which cumu- 
latively become serious, have been committed, and but too 
often have been committed with impunity. A statue was 
stolen from my house; and though the footprints of the thief 
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exactly agreed with the very peculiar foot of one of the men 
who were notoriously accused in the village, and all the links 
were named by witnesses, yet no conviction could be obtained ; 
thirty-five pounds are said to have changed hands as bribes 
over this. Next my workmen from Quft were subject to a 
general conspired assault in the market, and each robbed of 
his moneyatonce. But no redress whatever could be obtained. 
The police officer added to the injury by taking away one man 
who had been beaten to see the doctor, who did nothing but 
detain him till he paid ten shillings bribe to belet go. Last 
year the relations of a man who died of fever were mulcted 
of six pounds by another doctor; and, on my complaining, 
the official inquiry resulted in giving an account which was 
absurdly false, to my personal knowledge. 

“It is impossible that the present machinery can work to 
elicit the truth. Witnesses are examined by petty officers, who 
dictate the final statement of evidence at their own will; and 
the witnesses are summoned, through their sheikh, who is the 
first man to be ‘squared’ by the offenders, and, ‘ who, they 
think, will assuredly sooner or later endeavor to wreck 
his vengence on them.’ Such a system, dating long before the 
British occupation, is the most perfect for facilitating bribery 
and the suppression of truth. This is not the place to discuss 
the remedies. Happily Lord Cromer considers that ‘the points 
that most require attention are the police, the department of 
justice and sanitation.” I do not touch on more personal 
threats to our party and being fired at, as I only wish here to 
refer to the failure of justice. But matters have gone so far 
that we must look for safety to our own resources rather than 
to the law, which has in each case proved to us useless.” 


“Tue Contributions of Archzology to Faith,” is the title of 
an article by Rev. James Orr, D. D., Professor in the Free 
Church College, Glasgow, to the January Homiletic Review. 
Says Dr. Orr: ‘One of the most striking instances of the 
confirmation of the historical accuracy of the patriarchal nar- 
rative, is that connected with the expedition of Chedorlaomer 
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in Genesis xiv. The events recorded in this narrative are very 
remote, going back to about 2100 B. c.; the historical relations 
are intricate and in part singular. They are such as mere 


floating legends could never have preserved. It is supposed 
in the story that a king of Elam at that time held sovereignty 
over Babylonia ; that Chedorlaomer (a strange name), with 
three vassal kings, whose names are also given, made an ex- 
pedition against Palestine; that a second expedition was un- 
dertaken fourteen years later to crush rebellion. Interwoven 
with the narrative is the story of Lot’s capture, and of the 
pursuit and recovery of his nephew by Abraham. How could 
a late writer possibly know of such events? Strange as the 
story seems, however, and by many pronounced to be mythical, 
the narrative, as regards its historical framework, is now 
abundantly confirmed. It was first ascertained that an Elamite 
dynasty did at this time rule over Babylonia. The date of the 
Elamite invasion is apparently given about 22808. c. It was 
found that the names of several of the kings of this dynasty 
began with the syllable ‘Kudur,’ which means ‘servant.’ 
Thus Kurdur-Nankhundi, Kurdur-Mabug. It was discovered 
that there was an Elamitic deity named ‘Lagamar,’ so that 
Kurdur-Lagamar was a name quite in order (servant of Lag- 
amar). Inscriptions further showed that Kurdur-Mabug had a 
son called Eri-aku of Lorsa—no doubt the Arioch of Ellasar 
of the Bible. Amraphel is now with great probability identi- 
fied with the great Hammurabi, whose remarkable code of 
laws—the oldest in the world—was discovered in January, 
1902.” 


ConSsIDERABLE attention is being given in England to the 
study of Oriental languages, although it is far behind Holland, 
Italy, Austria and Hungary. At Cambridge instruction is 
regularly given in the following Oriental languages :—*Aradic, 
*Aramaic, Bengali, Burmese, Chinese, *Hebrew, (Biblical and 
Talmudic), Hindustani, Hausa, Marathi, *Persian, * Russian, 
*Sanskrit, Tamil and Turkish, and is generally obtainable in 
Assyrian, Pali, Malay, and some other Oriental languages as 
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well. In this list an asterisk is prefixed to those languages 
which are represented by more than one teacher in the official 
list of lectures published in the Cambridge University Reporter, 
while those wherein the teaching given is specially adapted to 
the requirements of selected candidates for the Indian Civil 
Service, student interpreters, and other classes of future gov- — 


ernment servants are placed in italics. 


Comparing this list with that of the admirable Ecole des 
Langues Orientales Vivantes at Paris, to which Mr. Stan 
Konow refers, we find that provision is there made also for 
colloquial Arabic, Malay, and Malgache, Armenian, modern 
Greek, Japanese, Annamite, and Rumanian, but not for Ben- 
gali, Burmese, Hausa, or Marathi (no account is taken of 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Sanskrit, for which “ classical” lan- 
guages separate provision is made in Paris at the College de 
France). 

At Cambridge, nearly all the professors and teachers of 
Oriental languages readily admit to their lectures and classes 
any student whether a member of the University or not. 


Proressor A. H. Sayce, writing the in February Homiletic 
Review on “ The Latest Light on the Bible from Palestine” 
says: “The excavations at Gezer, it must be remembered, 
are stillin progress. What has been already discovered there 
is an earnest to what we may yet expect to find. A consider- 
able portion of the site still remains unexplored, and it is just 
that portion in which inscriptions are most likely to be met 
with. There, if anywhere, its old library of clay books may 
still be lying underground. And there, too, we may hope to 
disinter the written monuments of the kings of Judah. We 
are only at the beginning of discoveries in Palestine; the 
harvest is waiting, but money is needed and the laborers are 


few. 


A FirMAN has finally been granted to Dr. E. Banks, of New 
York, who, for nearly three years had been patiently waiting 
in Constantinople for his permit. After his first application 
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for a firman for the excavation of Magayyar, the Biblical Ur 
of the Chaldees, had been declined for administrative reasons, 
his second application for a firman for the exploration of the 
large mounds of Tell Ibrahim, the probable site of the Biblical 
Cuthah (2 Kings 17:24), met with the same fate. He next sub- 
stituted Bismaya, a large ruin to the southeast of Nippur, sit- 
uated in a district inhabited by notoriously lawless tribes and 


Arab criminals who have reason to conceal themselves for a 
while from the hand of justice. All interested in the history 
and geography of ancient Babylonia will follow with sympathy 
the labors of this new American expedition, which has the 
financial support of Mr. John D. Rockfeller. 


Tue funds of the German Oriental Society amounted, ac- 
cording to the last report, to 251,043,65 marks, or something 
over $60,000. Of this amount the German emperor's gift 
amounted to 20,000 marks, the Prussian government contributed 
93,000 marks, and another public fund added 20,000 marks. 
During the last year excavations were conducted in Babylonia 
and Assyria at five different points. The most important of 
these was on the site of old Babylon itself. The other sites 
were at Borsippa Fara, Abu Hatab, both about three days 
south of Babylon, and at Kal’at-Schirgat. This ison Assyrian 
soil, and is located south of Mosul on the Tigris river. 

The Oriental Society has been engaged during the past year 
at the ruins of Abusir in the immediate neighborhood of Cairo, 
and it has also participated in the excavations carried on by 
the German Palestine Society at Tell el-Mutesellim in the val- 
ley of Jezreel. 


CoMMENDATORE Boni has made further discoveries in the 
Forum at Rome, among them the site of the ancient temple of 
Janus, a small structure compared with later temples. Ina 
gallery about twenty feet under ground he thinks he has dis. 
covered the substructure of the theatre built by Julius Cesar. 
Short galleries ending in a square chamber run at right angles 
from the long gallery, four on the left and three on the right. 
All these chambers are connected by a narrow terra-cotta tube. 
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His explanation is this: The gladiators entered these chambers 
and at a signal given by way of the terra-cotta tube they rose 
up through trap doors, as if out of the earth, and appeared in 
the arena before the public. The tubes have been cleared and 
are found to work perfectly, while objects discovered in the 
galleries give further indications of their use. 


Mr. F. Grirritus, has recently been examining, in the light 
of monuments and inscriptions, several of the paradoxes of 
Herodotus concerning the eccentricities of Egyptian customs. 
It seems that Herodotus often yielded to a Hellenic temptation 
to describe as Egyptian any custom that was strange. He was 
more certain to make sure of the strangeness of the custom 
than to have proof connecting it with Egypt. Egyptian men, 
he says, stayed at home to weave, the women went abroad. 
Such evidence as there is goes quite against this paradoxical 
statement. Another unaccountable preceeding of the Egyptians 
of Herodotus was that men carried burdens on their heads, 
and women on their shoulders. Here, again, the monuments 
show men carrying burdens on their shoulders and women 
balancing the like on their heads, precisely according to the 
practice of modern Egyptians. One curious point in favor of 
Herodotus, however, is the very ancient hieroglyphic sign 
meaning “ work,” “to carry” or “canal-cutting.” This un- 
questionably represents a man with a basket on his head. 
Herodotus strangely declares that there were only priests and 
no priestesses in Egypt. The contrary is abundantly vouched 
for by the monuments. The head official was always a man, 
anda special term, “singers ”’ was applied to priestesses. These 
facts may account for Herodotus’s statement. There seems, 
however, little to account for his paradox to the effect that 
daughters, not sons, were bound to maintain their parents in 
old age. What he says about writing, kneading, circum- 
cision, and the objection to woolen grave-clothes seems fairly 
well borne out by the monuments. 


“CLEAR Rounp!” A Story of World Travel, by E. A. Gordon. 
Third edition, revised and enlarged. Inthe November, 1902, 
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Bistia we noticed Mrs. Gordon‘s “ The Temples of the Orient 
and Their Message.” This book was written as a sequel to 
interpretation of “Clear Round.” The Hon. Mrs. Gordon has 
given us not only a delightful book of travel, her experience in 
a voyage around the world, but she has gone deeply into the 
history, geology, anthropology, etc., of the countries she vis- 
ited, as well as the characters, and the environments, mental 
as well as physical, religions, mythology, etc., of the people she 
met. Mrs. Gordon is widely read, and she lays art and litera- 
ture of all ages under contribution, including Eastern legends, 
poems and anecdotes. Every page is suggestive. A great 
part of the volume is devoted to Japan, and the chapters on 
Japanese life and manners are especially interesting. The 
book has a map and thirty-five illustrations. (London, Samp- 
son Low, Marston & Co. New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 


12 Mo. pp. 341). 


M. Rene Dussaup’s “ Mission dans les Régiones désertiques 
de la Syrie moyenne,” is extracted from Nouvelles Archives 
des Missions Scientifiques, Vol. X. It is a thorough record of 
exploration and inscription hunting in Hauran. There is a 
short statement of the route, with archeological notes, a study 
of the locality as to character of the soil, nature of the ancient 
populations and their cultivation, a collection of 904 Safaite 
inscriptions, a complete Safaite glossary and onomasticon for 
all the published inscriptions, 180 Greek and Latin inscriptions, 
20 Nabatean inscriptions and 33 Arabic, all carefully indexed. 
M. Frédéric Macler assists in the itinerary. 

In a brochure of sixty-eight pages M. Dussaud has further 
put together eight ‘‘ Notes de Mythologie Syrienne,” dealing 
with the different symbols and images of the Syrian solar 
deity. 


WE regret to learn of the death, Jan. 18, of a valued Bisiia 
contributor, Mr. Logan A. Wood. Mr. Wood was born in 
Pulaski County, Kentucky, July 8, 1827, and was over 76 years 
of age at the time of his death. He resided in Covington, Ky., 
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and was amember of the Kenton County Bar for more than 
twenty-one years. He was a typical Kentuckian, frank, manly 
and warm-hearted, generous to a fault and withal, modest and 
unassuming. 

Mr. Wood was a man of rare intellectual attainments. He 
was a constant student. His researches covered every branch 
of learning, ancient as well as modern. He was a deep and 
original thinker, a logical reasoner and a bold debator, in fact 
a philosopher of broad and enlightened views. Mr. Wood left 
the manuscript of a work, a system of philosophy based upon 
man’s intuitive knowledge of God. 


Sicnor TARANELLI, the Italian archeologist, believes that 
the origin of the Cretans represented by the astonishing re- 
mains which they have left, is too remote even for conjecture. 
He holds that they had already reached a position of im- 
portance during the Twelfth Egyptian Dynasty, and were per- 
haps at their height about fifteen centuries before Christ, com- 


ing to a violent end six hundred years later. Signor Taranelli 
is not satisfied with Mr. Evans’ identification of the palace at 
Knossos with the public labyrinth, and also joins issue with 


him on various other points. The fact, however, remains that 
in Crete we have the remains of a civilization which, at any 
rate externally, must have been of very great development and 
of which the origin seems entirely lost. 


In Revue Archeologique, I, 1903, pp. 213-232, R. Weill dis- 
cusses the question of early systems of linear writing in Medi- 
terranean lands. He gives a brief history of the discoveries 
and theories of Evans and Petrie, and states the chronological 


difficulties caused by the identification of the linear signs 
at Abydos with those of Crete. He then considers this iden- 


tification, and concludes that the similarity is only accidental. 
The basis of the comparison is wrong. The Egyptian linear 
signs are derived directly from native hieroglyphics. The 
Cretan signs are derived also from the earlier hieroglyphics of 
the island. Comparisons must begin with the study of the 
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hieroglyphic systems of Egypt, Crete, and Asia Minor (Hititte). 
Borrowing can only be assumed when it is known that the 
common signs have common phonetic values, and this can 
only be determined when both scriptscan be read. The article 
contains tables of signs from Mycenzan seals, and from Cretan 
tablets, and of Egyptian linear signs and the corresponding 
hieroglyphics. 


Remnants of a hitherto unknown drama of Sophocles, en- 
titled “ Achaion Syllogos” have lately been foundin a papyrus 
collection deposited in the Berlin Museum. Publication in the 
near future is promised. Considerable portions of the “ Pro- 
treptikos” of Aristotle, which had hitherto been entirely lost, 
have been found among the recent papyri discoveries made in 
Oxyrhynchus by Grenfell and Hunt, and deposited in Oxford. 
The text is to be published early this year. A whole collection 
of Egyptian peasants’ letters, written in Greek and dating from 
the third Christian century, have been deposited in the national 
library at Florence, and will soon be published. They are full 
of new data regarding the agricultural affairs of the Egypt of 
the period, and constitute a welcome continuation of the letters 
of the Roman plantation owner, Lucius Bellenus Gemellus, 
dating from about 1oo A. D., published some time ago in Eng- 
land. 

In the recently published third volume of the Oxyrhynchus 
papyri of Grenfell and Hunt occur, among other things, frag- 
ments of a Latin translation of a work of Irenzus, Bishop of 
Lyons, who suffered martyrdom about 200 A. D. Professor 
Nestle of Maulbronn, in the Munich Allgemeine Zeitung, No. 249, 
draws attention to the noteworthy feature of the facsimile of 
this fragmant, namely, that line 7, reproducing the words of 
Matthew xvi. and xvii., is distinctly marked off by quotation 
marks, and declares that this is by far the first and oldest evi- 
dence of the use of such marks in the literature of the world. 
Nestle’s article contains a mass of interesting paleeographical 
details. 
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A piscovery in the land of the Pharaohs will interest those 
whose heads Time has ravaged. A French Egyptologist has 
recently unearthed a papyrus giving a recipe for what must in 
those times have been a royal remedy against baldness, since 
it was concocted for no less a personage than King Chata, the 
second sovereign of the first dynasty, about 4,000 B.C. The 
remedy was employed by the King’s mother. It consisted of 
a salve of dog’s paws, dates and asses’ hoofs, pounded up and 
then boiled in oil. With thissalvethe royal head was anointed. 
As to the result the papyrus is regretably silent. 


Mr. James T. Dennis and Dr. George A. Reisner are exca- 
vating in Egypt for the University of California. They havea 
grant of a Vth and VIth dynasty cemetery near the Gizeh 
pyramids. The concession also includes the Temple of Men- 
Kau-Ra’s pyramid. The excavators are thoroughly well equip- 
ped with men and they hope to make some valuable finds. The 
work here will probably occupy two or three years. 





Tue next series of addresses arranged by the American Com- 
mittee for Lectures on the History of Religions is to be given 
during the winter and spring of 1904, by Professor G. Stein- 
dorff, of the University of Leipzig. His subject will be “The 
Religion of Ancient Egypt.” The lectures will be given in 
Lowell and New Haven during February; in New York, 
Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Meadville during March, 
and in Chicago during the first week in April. 


In the collection “ Der alte Orient” there has recently ap- 
peared two papers relating to the history of science: ‘“ Cunei- 
form Decipherments” (Die Entzifferung der Keilschrift), by 
Messerschmidt, and “The Discovery of Ninevah” (Die Wied- 
erentdeckung Nineves) by Dr. R. Zehupfund. The various 
excavations made at this wonderful spot are here ably de- 
scribed. This booklet will refresh the memory of the Assyri- 
ologist and advance the interest of the general reader. 
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THE Yale Alumni Weekly of Jan. 6, gives an excellent sum- 
mary of an address given in the Trowbridge Course at the 
Yale School of Fine Arts, Dec. 1, on the “ Asymmetry of French 
Cathedrals,” by Mr. William Goodyear, Curator of Fine Arts 
in the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences. 
Mr. Goodyear in his various writings has demonstrated the 
constructive existence in medieval architecture of hitherto un- 
known and curiously delicate variations from exact symmetry 
and from presumably normal construction. Mr. Goodyear 
shows by an unbroken chain of illustrations, a continuity of 
history for these architectural refinements reaching from the 
classic period of ancient Greek architecture to the Gothic 
period, inclusive. 


Contents of Man, January: On an inscribed Wooden Tablet 
from Easter Island, in the British Museum, O. M. Dalton—A 
Copper Celt from Staple Fitzpaine, Somerset. H. St.G. Gray— 
The Origin of Marriage Prohibition, N. W. Thomas—A Maori 
Flageolet, H. St.G. Gray—Herbert Spencer, E. W. Brabrook 
—Reviews. 


Contents of the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Ex- 
ploration Fund January--Sixth Quarterly Reporton the Excava- 
tion of Gezer, R. A. Stewart Macalister—Golgotha and the 
Holy Sepulchre (concluded), Sir C. W. Wilson—Archzological 
and Epigraphic Notes on Palestine: Platinos and Platane, 
Prof. Clermont Ganneau—The Immovable East (continued), P. 
G. Baldensperger—Baalbec, R. P. Spicer—On a Principal Cause 
of the Saltness of the Dead Sea, W. Ackroyd—Description of 
Four Samaritan Manuscripts belonging to the Palestine Ex- 
ploration Fund, A. E. Cowley—The Egyptian Monument of 
Tell esh Shihab, W. Max Miiller—The Alleged Mention of 
Chedorlaomar on a Babylonian Tablet, C. R. Conder—Obser- 
vations on the Dead Sea Level, E. W. Gurney Masterman. 


In the Revue des Etudes Anciennes, V. 1903, pp. 139-190, P. 
Jouguet begins the publication of a “Chronique des Papyrus,” 
containing an account of works which have appeared in the 





Se 
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first half of 1902, with special reference to texts published for 
the first time. The articles are classified as follows: (1) Ex- 
cavations and Discoveries in 1902 ; (2) Collections ; (3) Literary 
Papyri ; (4) Documents for the History of Greek and Roman 
Egypt ; (5) Geography and Topography ; (6) Institutions ; (7) 
Palezography and Bibliography; (8) Grammar; (9) Proper 
Names ; (10) Prosopographia ; (11) Metrology ; (12) Calendar. 





Proressor Hess of Freiburg University has issued a trans- 
lation and explanation of the Demotic part of the Tri-lingual 
Inscription of Rosetta. It will now be possible for scholars to 
study the three texts of the Rosetta Stone without undertak- 
ing a pilgrimage to the British Museum. By means of the 
many parallel passages in the decrees of Phile and Canopus 
the student has an excellent introduction to the Demotic stone- 
inscriptions. The title of Dr. Hess’s book is Der Demotische 
Teil der dreisprachichen Inschrift von Rosette. 


Contents of the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Arch- 
zxology, Vol. xxv, Part 8. The Book of the Dead (continued) 
Chapters clxii-clxiv; E. Naville—The Decipherment of the 
Hittite Inscriptions (continued); A. H. Sayce—Extracts from 
my Note Books, vii; Percy E. Newberry—The Transliteration 
of Egyptian; Letter from Prof. Dr. E. Revillout (continued); 
Letter from Victor Loret—Prehistoric Drawing at el-Kab; F. 
Green. 


Messrs. Letrouzey et And, Paris, have recently issued “ Textes 
Religieux Assyriens et Babyloniens,” with transliteration 
translation, and commentary by Professor F. Martin. The 
cuneiform text of this volume is that published in 1895 by 


Craig, but this is the first time that a complete translation has 
been made. 


Contents of American Journal of Archeology, Vol. vii., No. 
4. Certain Sources of Corruption in Latin Manuscripts; F. 


W. Shipley—The Supplementary Signs of the Greek Alphabet ; 
M. L. Earle—‘‘ Hermes Dickobolos;” E. von Mach—Arch- 
ological Discussions (Jan.-June, 1903) ; J. M. Paton. 
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Hishtaroth and Tun Sbhakakif. 


In the course of the excavations begun in June, 1902, in Tell- 
el-Jezari (site of Biblical Gezer) by the Palestine Exploration 
Fund, many objects of interest of various ages and from dif- 
ferent countries were and are being found. Naturally those 
objects which had any connection with, or throw any light 
upon the religious rites of ancient Gezer, are examined with 
special interest. ‘‘ Amongst other finds are a great number of 
terra cotta plaques with figures of Ashtaroth in low relief all 
broken as if some rite connected with the goddess involved 
the feature of her image.” .. . Specimens of the terra cotta 
plaques with figures of Ashtaroth in low relief continue to be 
found. They are invariably broken ... it can hardly be an 
accident that no perfect specimens are found (comp. Quarterly 
Statements, in Oct. 1903, p. 287, and July, 1903, p. 207). 

The facts stated above leads me to remark that some time 
ago a woman left this town for another. As soon as she was 
out of sight an unfriendly neighbor smashed an earthenware 
jar after her. This was done to prevent her return to the 
neighborhood. The unfriendly neighbor in question could not 
explain the fact or the connection between the breaking of the 
jar and the desired end, but others suppose that such a vessel 
is broken as a sacrifice in honor of some jinn or spirit which 
might be expected to exert itself and make impossible the re- 
turn of a detested visitor or neighbor. 

When a vessel of some value was accidentally broken 
through the carelessness of some one so as to make it likely 
for the head of the house to be angry, my grandmother (who 
was a devout member of the Eastern Orthodox Church) would 
say at once “Aukasar-il shir.” That is to say “evil is 
broken” or evil is warded off. The unstated explanation 
seems to be that some evil was pending or about to overtake 
the family and by the breaking of this valuable vessel the evil 
was broken. 

During a sojourn which my wife and I made at the sources 
of the Barada (river of Damascus) in the spring of 1900, Mrs. 
Howie appears to have made the following note in May, as we 
rode from Bludan to the furthest source ofthe Abana. ‘“Pass- 
ing the ruins of Mar Girins and a sacred tree to the right, we 
wound our way down a narrow path through the site of an 
ancient village, the shattered ruins and sarcophage of which, 
spoken of by other travellers, seems to have been broken up 
or removed. Our guide pointed out above the ruins, at a little 
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distance to the left, a grove of oaks where he said is an altar to 
which people are accustomed to go (on a certain anniversary) 
and break earthenware jars. The ground is covered with 
fragments, and the people call the place ‘Um esh Shakakif,’ 
that mother of fragments. What the immediate tradition con- 
nected with this epoch is I do not know, but that the allegor- 
ical teaching of Jeremiah xix., 10-11, has been followed since 
his day this obscure example plainly shows.” 

The grove and platform of Tun Shakakif is as sacred to the 
people now as was the Gezer Temple to the Gezerites. Pos- 
sibly it would not be fair to call Tun Shakakif a deity, but cer- 
tainly her devotees look upon her asa female possessed of su- 
pernatural characteristics. They seek her interposition and 
believe her to be capable of working miracles and answering 
prayers in their behalf. To gain her favor they vow jars to 
her and break them at her shrine or spot where they believe 
her to have been buried. 

Prof. S. T. Curtiss of Chicago has since visited the mother 
of Pieces. See his “‘ Primitive Semitic Religion To-day.” 

If these customs be not directly descended from that part of 
ancient worship which consisted in the breaking of plaques 


bearing the figure of Ashtaroth, may they not be echoes or 
survivals of that ancient part? 

Had Ashtaroth and its worship nothing to do with the ser- 
vice which includes the breaking of jars at the “ Mother of 
Fragments,” which is situated about half way between Damas- 
cus and Baalbec? 


Guosn-EL-Howig, Pu. D. 
Shweir, Mt. Lebanon, Syria. 





Tue second instalment of Dr. H. Schifer’s Egyptian In- 
scriptions from the Royal Museums at Berlin, has now ap- 
peared. It contains some twenty-six hieroglyphic texts from 
tombstones and wooden coffins, and it is to be noticed that the 
directions of the lines are in this part reproduced in accordance 
with the originals. 


THERE has appeared in the Revue Chrétienne a well-written 
production by Lods on “Les découvertes babyloniennes et 
l’Ancien Testament.” This has been reprinted, and it affords 
the reader a very accurate and judicious acquaintance with the 
recent discoveries in Babylonia. 














